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some even at nineteen years of age, discouraged me
from throwing all enthusiasm and efforts into this line
of work. While my imagination and personal interest
urged me to start such work, I realized that apparently
competent men, with ability and money, had in the
past made numerous attempts to fly and had failed.
Moreover, nature had attempted, and also failed, to
send even one or two hundred pounds into the air.
Ostriches have wings and are generally built like
birds, but cannot fly. But, with the Wrights, the
situation changed. A flying machine was proved
possible. A great reality appeared ready to fulfil the
age-old dream of mankind.
I began assembling the various ideas which I had
collected on this subject for several years. A flying
machine rising directly from the ground by the action
of a lifting propeller was most appealing to my
imagination. Several years before I had succeeded in
building a large and substantially heavy model, with
two propellers of about thirty inches in diameter, that
could rise in the air a few feet under its own power.
Frequently, during these years, my thoughts re-
turned to various types of helicopters, and so during
this summer vacation in 1908, I began in the room of
a small hotel in Germany my first steady work in aero-
nautics. Only at a much later period was I able to
realize how helpful had been my former training,
achieved while I was experimenting, or even playing,
with various mechanisms, building models, and so
forth. I had already gained the knowledge that an
inventor's idea is worth almost nothing unless sup-
ported by facts and figures. In order to collect at least
some figures and make a preliminary check of the twin